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The University of Dayton
MEDIA ADVISORY
University of Dayton faculty and students are available to speak about Puerto Rico's
Sunday, Dec. 13, referendum on the status of the commonwealth.
Voters will choose from four options: no change, statehood, independence or free
association, which would keep the commonwealth status but grant the government more
control.
Margarita Martinez, who teaches part-time in the languages department at UD, hopes
that the vote will not change the current status of her homeland. "Statehood sounds really
good," says Martinez, who moved to the United States in 1974. But in the long run, Martinez
says statehood wouldn't be good for Puerto Rico or the U.S. She thinks the increased federal
taxes associated with statehood would force corporations to move to other countries and result
in higher unemployment for citizens of Puerto Rico.
Call Margarita Martinez at her office at (937) 229-2496 or at home at (937) 866-1682.
Enrique Romaguera, associate professor of languages, says "ideally Puerto Rico would
become an independent nation, but considering the island's size and natural resources that's not
realistic." Romaguera, who moved from Puerto Rico about 30 years ago, says the
commonwealth should keep the status quo. "I think the present arrangement works well for
both countries," he says. Romaguera says statehood would not only affect the region
economically but would also sacrifice Puerto Rico's language and culture.
Call Enrique Romaguera at (937) 229-2520.
Alexis Rosario, a sophomore majoring in environmental biology, has already sent in his
absentee ballot- a vote for statehood. "I don't think the present status is fair," he says.
Rosario says Puerto Ricans should have a voice in the vote for president and Congress.
Call Alexis Rosario before Dec. 17 at (937) 285-1217.
Wanda Pelegrino, a graduate student in communication at UD, says she's leaning
toward a vote for independence when she submits her absentee ballot, but she's not sure. "The
status now is the worst," Pelegrino says. She says any change will be a tough transition, but
she's convinced a change needs to be made.
Call Wanda Pelegrino before Dec. 15 at (937) 222-8155.
Dennis Martinez-Rivera, a graduate student in the MBA program at UD, says he has
mixed feelings and may not vote. He says it's hard to stay up to date on the issue because of
the lack of U.S. news coverage on the topic.
Call Dennis Martinez before Dec. 19 at (937) 285-1478.
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